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AJAI SHUKLA 

New Delhi, 18 May 

In an unfolding drama in the 
stormy waters of the Indian 
Ocean, the Indian Navy has mobil-

ised to the rescue of a Chinese fishing 
boat that has sunk in bad weather in 
the southern Indian Ocean. So far, 
despite the best efforts of multiple res-
cue agencies, none of the 39 crew 
members and fishermen on board 
have been sighted or rescued. 

The Chinese fishing boat sank 
approximately 900 nautical miles 
(1,650 kilometres) from the Indian 
coast. That places it in the latitude of 
Diego Garcia and the Seychelles. 

Given the long distance from the 
closest land, the Indian Navy has 
deployed its state-of-the-art Boeing P-
8I Poseidon long range maritime 
reconnaissance aircraft, which have 

the endurance to reach the location of 
the incident. 

“In a swift humanitarian action on 
May 17, Indian Navy deployed its air 
maritime reconnaissance assets in the 

Southern Indian Ocean Region 
approximately 900 nautical miles 
(Nm) from India, in response to sink-
ing of a Chinese fishing vessel Lu Peng 
Yuan Yu 028 with 39 crew onboard,” 

stated the Indian Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) on Thursday. 

“The crew includes nationals from 
China, Indonesia and Philippines. P-
8I aircraft have carried out multiple 

and extensive searches despite 
adverse weather and located multiple 
objects possibly belonging to the 
sunken vessel,” stated the MoD. 

The Indian Navy operates its fleet 
of 12 P-8I aircraft from the INS Rajali 
Naval Air Base, located at Arakk on am, 
near Chennai. From here, the P-8I air-
craft are flying 900 nautical miles 
(Nm) to the scene of the incident, 
searching the area for four hours, and 
then flying back to the base. 

However, naval sources say that 
the location and rescue of any fish-
ermen has so far been prevented by 
severe weather conditions. 

Responding to the incident, the 
Indian Navy said: “As an immediate 
response, search and rescue (SAR) 
equipment was deployed at the scene 
by the Indian aircraft on request of 
People’s Liberation Army (Navy), or 
PLA(N) ships, closing in on the area.” 

“In a display of India’s obligations 
as a credible and responsible partner 
for ensuring safety at sea, the Indian 
Navy units also coordinated SAR 
efforts with other units in the area 
and guided the PLA(N) warships 
transiting to the scene of the inci-
dent. The Indian Navy continues to 
remain deployed to provide all pos-
sible assistance to the ongoing SAR 
efforts,” it added.

Navy flies an aircraft to the 
rescue of Chinese fishermen

SHINE JACOB 

Chennai, 18 May 

Prime Minister (PM) Narendra 
Modi has been at the forefront 
of climate action and saving the 
environment campaigns — 
whether plogging at a beach in 
Mahabalipuram in 2019 or wea-
ring a sky-blue ‘sadri’ jacket to 
Parliament made of material 
recycled from plastic bottles. 

Made by Karur-based sus-
tainable fashion brand EcoLine 
Clothing (EcoLine), a brand of 
Shree Renga Polymers, front 

runner in polyethylene tere-
phthalate (PET) bottle recycling 
and sustainable textiles in India 
run by IITians, the company 
recycles PET bottles and upc -
ycles them into value-added 
products, such as garments. 

Three months on, the 
phone lines of Senthil Sankar, 
managing partner at Shree 
Renga Polymers and EcoLine, 
have been ringing non-stop 
since the jacket made out of 
recycled plastic at Karur, Tamil 
Nadu’s textile capital, was worn 
by the PM to Parliament on 
February 8. 

Senthil says around 20-28 
bottles were used to make the 
jacket that retails for ~2,000, 
according to reports. 

Shree Renga Polymers, the 
company that owns EcoLine, is 
all set to raise its capacity two-
fold, from recycling 1.5 million 

PET bottles per day to 4.5 mil-
lion bottles per day. 

Shree Renga Polymers is 
likely to invest ~250 crore over 
the next five years, of which 
~100 crore will be towards the 
expansion of units; the 
remainder ~150 crore will be for 
marketing blitz. 

This is the first company in 

India with end-to-end capabil-
ities in the sector, starting 
from recycling and making 
yarn and fibre to value-added 
finished products. 

“With the PM wearing our 
jacket, we are seeing a rapid rise 
in queries. We are getting 
queries from all the Group of 
Twenty countries, West Asia, 

and Europe and are in the pro-
cess of expanding our presence 
to these countries,” says Sankar. 

Because of a rise in queries 
after the PM’s tacit endorse-
ment, 10 per cent of which  
are getting translated into 
orders, the company is in the 
process of expanding its man-
ufacturing footprint. 

“At present, we are sourcing 
1,000 tonnes per month and 
recycle nearly 1.5 million bot-
tles every day. In some years, 
this will become 3,000 tonnes 
per month and 4.5 million bot-
tles,” he adds. 

According to the industry 
benchmark, it requires an inve -
stment of ~120 crore to create 
an entire ecosystem for 1,000 
tonne per month of recycling. 

“We are only available 
online. The company has ware-
houses in Delhi, Bengaluru, 

Chennai, Dubai, and one in the 
US,” says Sankar.  

From trash to treasure 
As part of the procedure, bot-
tles are gathered and sorted, 
and their caps and labels 
remo ved. They are then crus -
hed, cleaned, and recycled in 
a 10-step process to clean the 
hot-wash flakes. These flakes 
are then heated and woven 
into polyester staple fibre. 
This fibre is spun into yarn. 
Yarn is knit ted/woven into 
polyester fabric, and fabric 
becomes garment. 

The company claims that 
90 per cent of its products cost 
less than $10 and it takes six 
bottles to create a T-shirt. 
Although Shree Renga 
Polymers started operations in 
2008, EcoLine was launched 
only in 2020. 

Sustainable fashion gets thrown a life 
jacket after PM wears upcycled sadri

China on Thursday said that alongside 
India, Australia, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, 
Maldives and the Philippines have 
extended emergency help to it in the search 
and rescue of the Chinese fishing vessel that 
sank in the Indian Ocean. 

A spokesperson for the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority  told a Chinese 
news agency that based on drift modelling, 
a remote 12,000 square km zone has been 
identified to search for the vessel. PTI

Australia, Sri Lanka also 
helping in search: China 

The Boeing P-8I Poseidon

GOVT PLANS TO SET UP 
8 NEW CITIES TO EASE 
POPULATION BURDEN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Indore, 18 May 

A plan to develop eight new 
cities to alleviate population 
burden on the existing urban 
centres in the country is under 
consideration, a senior official 
said here on Thursday. 

The 15th Finance 
Commission in one of its 
reports had recommended 
that new cities should be 
developed, said M B Singh, 
director of the G20 unit of the 
Union Housing and Urban 
Affairs Department. 

Singh was speaking to PTI 
on the sidelines of a meeting 
of ‘Urban 20 (U20)’. 

“After the finance com-
mission’s recommendation, 
the states sent proposals to 
the Central Government for 
26 new cities, and after a 
scrutiny, eight new cities are 

being considered for devel-
opment,” he said. 

The government will in 
due course announce loca-
tions for the new cities and 
their development timelines, 
he added. 

“We have to build new 
cities in the country as the 
existing cities are not able to 
cater to the needs of citizens. 
Haphazard expansion on the 
outskirts of existing cities is 
affecting the basic planning of 
these cities,” Singh said. 

When a new city is devel-
oped, social and economic 
activities will increase 
within a radius of at least 
200 km, he said. 

Though the financial road-
map for setting up  
new cities has not been final-
ised, the Union government 
will play a major role in the 
project, he said.

(Left) Textile workers at 
EcoLine unit in Karur; 
(above) Modi donning 
the sky-blue sadri 

Karur-based 
EcoLine Clothing 
draws up 
expansion  
plans, goes global
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